CIAS

NEWS

Issue No. 2 Spring 2010

contemporary@
irish art society

Ifs that time of yeaw again....
AGM & Annual Dinner

The annual dinner of the CIAS will
take place on Tuesday 18 May, at
8.00 p.m. sharp following the AGM,
in the United Arts Club.

This year the inaugural Robert
Mooney memorial lecture will be
given by noted art collector, Dr.
Abdul Bulbulia.

Dr. Bulbulia is a pioneering figure
in the area of arts in Ireland. He
first suggested the idea of
introducing arts activity into
Waterford Regional Hospital in
1990. At this time, the potential
role of the arts in the hospital
environment was a new concept in
Ireland. The Waterford Healing Arts
Trust Committee was formed and
has developed the first dedicated
Centre for Arts and Health in the
grounds of Waterford Regional
Hospital. Dr. Bulbulia is a council
member of the Friends of the
National Collection of Ireland.

We can look forward to a most
enjoyable and informative event
this year.

We will also have the works of art
purchased recently by the society
on display for you to look at and
enjoy.

You are free to bring guests
along. Book your place early -
please see the enclosed booking
form which must be returned to
Mary Tuohy, chairman by May
10,

The AGM will take place at
6.30p.m. at the United Arts Club
on 18" May 2010, please see the
agenda enclosed.

The Council of the Contemporary
Irish Arts Society.

Highlighty of recent
ouwlings

October 2009 — visits to
Hillsboro Fine Arts and Dublin
City Gallery The Hugh Lane

Mary Guiry, Rossa Hurley and Nora
Finnegan at Hillsboro Fine Arts

The CIAS were very warmly
welcomed as always by John
Daly the owner of the Hillsboro
Fine Arts Gallery on Parnell
Square.

The artist John Noel Smith
was there to answer any
of our questions which he
patiently and kindly
answered. He also signed
the beautifully produced
book of the exhibition
entitled the
Seriesodo which
kindly presented to the
members.
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The paintings were vast
canvases of continuing
movement halted
sometimes by large blocks
of a single colour. Some
cool and calm others with
dancing mazes bringing
one on a journey of
communication. The artist
was born in Dublin in
1952 and attended the
Dun Laoghaire School of
Art. He then left our
shores and moved to
Berlin for twenty two
years becoming an
important member of
their evolving art
community and returning
to Ireland in 2002. He is
well recognised in

collections worldwide.
Angel Loughrey

Having spent a lovely
time again in the Hillsboro
Fine Arts Gallery, we then
ventured on to Dublin City
Gallery The Hugh Lane for
a wonderful guided tour of
the Francis Bacon
Exhibition.



IAS

NEWS

contemporary(ﬂ

irish art society

O

Page 2

Visit to Dublin City Gallery The
Hugh Lane

The tour was given by Ciaran
Woods, art historian and guide.

Ciaran gave us a very entertaining
tour and introduced us to some

of Baconds unorthodo
practices, in particular his
O6mutilationd of can
were some masterpieces by Bacon
on show in Dublin for the first time.
This presented us with a unique
opportunity to gain further insight
into this most enigmatic of artists.

The tour also provided a great
opportunity to see
again which has been reconstructed
exactly as it was in London. It is an
eerie feeling peering through the
narrow windows to see the studio
in all its glory of discarded paints,
canvases, notes, photographs, etc.,
as his spirit is very much present

there. Catherine Boland

January 2010 — Mapping New
Territory: The Conservation of
Contemporary Art

The CIAS first outing of 2010 was
on Saturday 16 January when we
visited Dublin City Gallery The
Hugh Lane.

There we had a lecture on art
conservation which was delivered
by Joanna Shepherd senior
conservator.

It was a full house and we very
pleased to have such an
interesting and informative talk
which gave us a great insight
and appreciation of the work
involved in the maintenance of
major collections..

X 10%rthh ook questions from the
audience after the lecture and

V @eSI&Sthe galle héving learnt
quite a lot about looking after
paintings. As usual it was a
pleasure to be in the gallery and
many of us took the opportunity
to have a browse around and
study our favourite works of art.
We are very privileged to have

Bith%edliRctiSntwhit 9
accessible to everybody in this
country. Mary Tuohy

February 2010 — Visit to the
Visual Centre for Contempo-
rary Arts (Carlow) and Black-
bird Gallery (Kilkenny)

The Societyds outi
and Kilkenny on February 20th
will surely prove to be one of the
highlights of the C.I.A.S. this
year.

Over 25 members travelled out
of Dublin to visit the new Visual
Centre For Contemporary Art in
Carlow. Opened last year Visual
is a stunning building situated in
the centre of town. Comprising
one vast gallery and three
smaller spaces the feature of our
visit was Sean Scully: Work From
The 1980's.

This is a touring exhibition
which features his
wonderful large canvases,
some from his own
collection and others from
individuals and
institutions.

Tom and Maura Carey at Visual,
Centre for Contemporary Art,
Carlow

Hitherto unseen works on
paper from the
own collection were on
show in Gallery 2. Also on
display in the Link Gallery
and Lobby Gallery were
works from The Carlow
Collection, a permanent
collection of art which has
been gathered since the

n 1992[ Eoigs%%rtrs |Feost\il\)/al.
A?rtists include Hughie
0O'Donoghue, Barbara
Rae, Clare Langan, Dick
Joynt and Michael Warren.

Marcella Senior and Mary

Tuohy at Visual, Centre

for Contemporary Art,
Carlow
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We then set off to the bustling city
of Kilkenny to The Blackbird Gallery
in William Street, where we were
warmly welcomed by owner Valerie
Walshe and her assistant Ruth.

While enjoying wine and cheese we
viewed Traces:IMMA Limited
Editions. This is an exhibition of 27
prints from Irish and International
artists who have exhibited at IMMA.
This was a unique opportunity as
this is the first time this show has

been mounted outside IMMA.
Tony Strickland

Dermot Barrett and Ruth Phelan
at the Blackbird gallery

March 2010 — visit to IMMA

The CIAS outing to IMMA took
place on Saturday 27 March where
we had yet another good turnout of
our members.

Firstly we visited the Anne
Tallentire installation, which was
very interesting if challenging so
we were lucky to have a very
eloquent guide in Stephen Taylor -
our sincere thanks to him. We then
proceeded to the exhibition by
Cuban born artist Jorge Pardo
which was a complete contrast -
very colourful and decorative if
somewhat banal.

Unfortunately we were unable to visit the
Morton Feldman exhibition for security
reasons, as the official opening had not
taken place. However this gives us a
great reason to visit IMMA soon again and
we look forward to having another

enjoyable outing there.
Mary Tuohy

Dr. Abdul Bulbulia with Minister Mary
Harney at a recent exhibition at the College
of Surgeons, Dublin. Dr. Bulbulia will give
the inaugural lecture in the annual Robert
Mooney Memorial CIAS Lecture at the AGM.

New website address and
joining Facebook

Please note that our website has moved to a
new address:

www.contemporaryirishartsociety.com

We are also on Facebook. To get regular
updates and keep informed with all the
CIAS news and events, search for

AContemporary | rish [A

Facebook and 6Becori

=)
D

For more information, you can email us at:

bolandc@eircom.net

Thanking all
contributors to the
Newsletter, and
Angel Loughrey and
Tony Strickland for
their contributions
and the photo-
graphs. Special
thanks to Sarah
Symes for setting us
up on Facebook.

Your views

This newsletter is for
you the members and
we would like to hear
your views, comments
and thoughts on the
organised events and
the society.

We would also
welcome anybody who
would like to write a
short review of a
particular event. For
all the budding
photographers
amongst you we would
love to receive
photographs of all our
events so that we can
include them in future
editions. Please let us
know if you would like
to receive notices by
email.

Please contact
Catherine Boland,
Hon. Secretary
Email:

[t bola§1é@9ir&ongngt y
laobile":: 0£6h24630433

O
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Contemporary Irish Art Society
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 18 May 2010

The United Arts Club, 3, Upper Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2 at 6.30 p.m.

To consider the following business:

1. The Annual Accounts and auditors Report for the year ended December 31 2009
(see note 3 below).

2. Chairmands Report.
Retirement and Election of Council (see note 2 below).
Appointment of Auditors.

Auditors note.

S

Any other business.

Catherine Boland

Honorary Secretary
Mobile Number: 086-2480433
Email: bolandc@eircom.net

Dated this 8" April 2010.

Notes
Members entitled to attend, speak and vote must be paid up members for 2009.

1. Membership subscriptions for 2009 were due on 1% of Jan last. Outstanding subscriptions should be sent to the
Treasurer Adrienne Symes at Avondale, Kings Hospital, Palmerstown, Dublin 20, or may be paid on the night of the
meeting.

2. Nominations for Council or motions for the AGM should be lodged with the Hon. Secretary not later than seven
days before the meeting.

3. Copies of the full accounts for the year ended 31 December 2009 will be available at the meeting.

The AGM will be followed by Dinner at the United Arts Club. See application form enclosed.



